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Steinke  ’s  pen  captured 


By  KEVIN  O’HARA 

William  Steinke  had  a  way  with  a  word  and  an 
even  greater  way  with  a  pen.  Ris  humorous 
writing  attracted  attention  -  but  hi?  pen  and  ink 
cartooning  made  him  famous,  pill’s  work 
appeared  in  many  newspapers  iff  this  country 
during  his  long  career,  including  the  old  Scranton 
Republican,  predecessor  of  today’# 

Tribune. 

Steinke  was  familiarly  known  as  "tofty  Bill.” 
Among  other  things,  at  one  time  he  was  a  regular 
on  the  radio  reading  the  con#  strips  to  kids. 
Still,  it  was  the  cartoons  that  people  remember. 
Newspaper  work,  however,  has  a  certain 
ephemeral  quality,  ft  if  here  today  and  fining  the 
birdcage  tomorrow 

Though  Steinke  may  be  gone,  his  work  is  not 
completely  forgotten.  Recently,  John  Gaul,  one  of. 
the  Scrantonian-Tribune's  fine  printers,  brought 
to  the  newspaper  office  a  copy  of  a  book  by  Jolly 
Bill.  The  tome,  entitled  ‘'Steioke’s  Story  of 
Scranton,”  takes  a  highly  personal  approach  to 
the  founding  and  growth  ol  this  city.  A  sqhtRle 
notes  that  the  hot*  tells  "Who's  Who  -  and  Why 
in  Cartoons.”  "  r 

Gaul’s  mother  Jane  had  brought  the  booh  to  hi* 
attention.  It  has  been  in  the  family  for  years, 
safely  tucked  away  on  a  bookshelf  and  periodicly 
taken  down.  Jape  Gaul  believes  that  the  hot*  has 
been  in  the  family’s  possession  since  19IJ.  Steinke 
had  been  a  personal  friend  of  her  father,  Ralph 
VanO’landa,  and  may  have  evep  given  him  the 
copy  Based  on  internal  evidence  whhm  toe  text, 
the  ^history  does  seem  to  date  from  Up#OXbnUtely 

Although  the  title  page  of  the  hauls’  .treasure  fr 
missing,  the  book  otherwise  is  ip  decent  shape.  It 
contains  over  200  pages  of  text  and  well  over  2Q0 
cartoons  to  illustrate  those  pages,  Must  pages 
contain  a  cartoon  of  a  prominent  Scranton 
individual  and  a  few  paragraphs  about  his 
background. 

For  example,  here’s  part  of  what  Steinke  had  to 
say  about  M  E.  Comerford,  who  he  drew  operat¬ 
ing  a  hand-cranked  motion  picture  projector: 
"Scranton’s  biggest  recreation  these  days  is  the 
moving  picture  show,  and  Scranton’s  biggest 
moving  picture  man  is  M  E.  Comerford.  Pioneer 
jn  business  here.  One  of  the  firm  thpt  opened  the 


first  nickeiet  in  the  city.  Spent  money  to  get  the 
best  pictures  for  the  people  and  the  people  went 
to  see  them  by  tpe  thousands-  Spread  out  ip  the 
business  building  show  houses  in  this  city, 
Pittston  and  Wilkes-  Barre,  and  always  main- 
taining  the  policy  of  giving  the  people  the  best  po 
matter  yd#  the  cost.  Organized  a  company 
tw,«iy,«  months  ago  to  take  pictures  of  towns  and 
,  mtie$  and  is  sending  the  fame  and  motom  hto  Of 
Scranton  all  over  the  world  *” 

Of  Daniel  Reese  who  Pointed  the  Tritywe- 
Republicaa-Trt&i,  he  noted.  "Was  horn  in 
Scranton  and  #ew^  wjtb^tto ^people  of  toe  city 

Patrick  J .  Casey,  banker,  brewer  and  president 
of  the  family  hotel  business ,  was  described  by 
Steipke  as  a  “live  wfre.”  The  author  remembers, 
"tt  jsn’t  so  long,  either,  since  he  was  an  office 
boy  in  his  brothers’  store,  but  be  has  covered 
many  miles  on  toe  road  to  wealth  since  those 
days.” 

W-W.  Scranton  comes  in  for  great  praise  from 
tody  BUI.  “Water,  water  everywhere.  Plenty  of  R 
to  drink;  plenty  of  it  to  hathe  In;  plenty  of  R  to 
ladder  with;  plenty  of  it  to  sprinkle  the  lawn  and 
lay  toe  dust  in  the  roadway.  Cpid  water;  ppre 
water;  best  water  Ri  toe  country.  No  city  can  live 
Without  water,  and  no  city  can  get  far  without 
*00d  Wafrr.  Scranton  is  alive.  It's  going  to  go  the 
limit  too,  and  its  water  fs  going  to  help  in  the 
race.  They  talked  of  King  Coal  and  King  Iron,  but 
after  aU  the  Water  King  is  the  Emperor,  and 
W  w.  Scranton  is  water  king  here.  His  first  name 
Stands  for  Water-  Rls  middle  name  stands  for 
Water.  He  has  spent  toe  best  part  of  his  life 
giving  Scranton  good  water  and  it  is  a  Rfe  well 
spent.”  We  we  boutd  .use  old  ww.  amund  to<# 
parts, today- 

There  are  a  great  many  more  individuals 
captured  in  "Steinke’s  Story  of  Scranton,”  wRh 
perceptive,  quirky  drawings  bringing  those 
figures  to  toe.  The  book  is  both  a  delight  and  a 
storehouse  of  information  Although  much  of  its 
tone  is  lighthearted,  it  is  still  an  impressive 
history.  Steinke’s  daughter  BetUpa,  who  has  had 
a  successful  career  of  her  own  as  an  iUustrafor 
and  painter,  described  he  father’s  approach  to  his 
cartooning  as  “always  professional.”  jFor  ail  its 
fun,  Jolly  BiU’s  account  of  to*  town  js  R|umi- 
nated  by  that  very  quality  • 


